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The Era of the Great Divide

= A watershed in history

ÅLike the Rocky Mountainsé

ÅWe cannot go on as before:

ÅñMore of the sameò is 

physically impossible

ÅMost trends of the past are 

simply not sustainable



The Era of the Great Divide

3 kinds of global instabilities, 

Avalanches that feed on one another:

1.Global Climate Change

2.Peak Oil, Peak Coal, Peak Uranium

3.Global Financial System Instability

ÅAll are grave risks in 2010 -2020

ÅAll lead to cascades of crises

ÅAll stop economic prosperity



The Era of the Great Divide

ÅEither We Go Up to a Wisdom 

Culture and Planetary Integration

Å As Big as the Industrial Revolution

ÅOr We Go Down to eco -collapse 

and end of advanced civilization

Å Poor chances to restart from zero:

All the easy resources are used up



No Longer an Era of Change, 

But A Change of Eras

To new Leaders, that means :

1.New dangers emerging that we 

have not seen before

2.New opportunities emerging we 

donôt know how to benefit from

3.The recent past is a very poor 

guide to our new future



No Longer an Era of Change, 

But A Change of Eras

ñThe World is Getting Better and Better,

And Worse and Worse,

éFaster and Fasterò

Weôre All in the Same Boat, 

Together, all across the planet

No Matter What the Fanatics and the 

Ideologues Say


